
The EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy: 
Progress, Importance, and Youth Engagement 

Part of the European Green Deal, the EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy (1)
aims to restore Europe's biodiversity by 2030, benefiting people, the
planet, the climate, and the economy, while working towards the EU's
2050 goals for ecosystem resilience, protection, and restoration. The
strategy responds to the urgent need to address biodiversity loss, as
shown in the European Environmental Agency’s 2020 report, which
indicates that 39% of bird species and 75% of habitats in the EU are in
insufficient conservation status (2). It also emphasises the need for
improved management of protected areas to prevent harm from land
use changes, pollution, and unsustainable practices.

Pillar 1: Protecting Nature in the EU

Aligning with the global commitments made by EU Member States
under the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework at COP 15
(3), the strategy seeks to protect 30% of the EU’s land and sea areas,
with a third of these areas under strict protection. It also proposes a
Trans-European Nature Network to establish ecological corridors and
stresses the importance of closely monitoring conservation goals.

Pillar 2: Restoring Nature in the EU

It aims to restore large degraded ecosystems and achieve a 30%
favourable conservation status for habitats and species by 2030. Goals
include reversing pollinator decline, reducing pesticide use by 50%,
restoring rivers, minimising the impacts of agriculture and fishing, and
controlling invasive species.
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Pillar 3: Enabling Transformative Change

The strategy calls for creating a European biodiversity governance
framework, setting up a strategic biodiversity research agenda, and
enhancing environmental law enforcement. It also includes mobilising
€20 billion annually to support the strategy’s initiatives.

Pillar 4: A Global Biodiversity Agenda

The strategy emphasises international cooperation for ecosystem
protection and restoration, working with global partners, and engaging
in key events like the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity.

Current Progress and Challenges

In March 2024, the European Commission published its mid-term
review of the 8th Environment Action Programme (EAP), which includes
the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030. The European Environment
Agency (EEA) also published a monitoring report on the EAP in
December 2023. Based on these reports, many of the objectives of the
Biodiversity Strategy are still unmet. 
 

30% protected areas: 26% of terrestrial areas, and only 12% of
marine areas are now protected in the EU. Member States are
expected to submit a list of existing protected areas and propose
additional areas, but so far, only 7 out of 27 countries have
submitted their pledges.
Bird and pollinator populations continue to decline, and forest
connectivity has not improved.
Organic farming covers only 9.1% of agricultural land in the EU, still
far from the 25% target set for 2030.
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Some progress has been made, such as the adoption of the Nature
Restoration Law in June 2024, which sets binding restoration targets
for specific habitats and species, covering at least 20% of the EU’s land
and sea areas by 2030 (4). Member States are expected to draft their
National Restoration Plans within two years of the law’s
implementation. However, the effectiveness of its enforcement remains
uncertain and requires close monitoring.

At the current pace, the EU is unlikely to meet the Biodiversity
Strategy's 2030 targets. European ecosystems continue to face
significant pressure from human activities. To achieve these goals,
Member States must intensify efforts and further integrate
biodiversity into policies such as the Common Agricultural Policy and
the Common Fisheries Policy.

The progress towards meeting the targets of the Biodiversity Strategy
can be followed on the Commission’s dashboard and actions tracker. 

Critical Role of Biodiversity in Climate Resilience

Protecting ecosystems: The Biodiversity Strategy aims to legally
protect at least 30% of the EU's land and sea by 2030. These
protected areas are vital for safeguarding ecosystems from habitat
loss and exploitation (5). The Strategy also highlights the
importance of species protection, as they contribute to essential
ecosystem functions like pollination, seed dispersal, nutrient
cycling, and pest control (6).
Restoring degraded areas: Restoring natural areas is crucial not
only for species and habitat recovery but also as a tool against
climate change (7). The Strategy sets goals to restore degraded
ecosystems, focusing on those with high carbon sequestration
potential, such as wetlands, peatlands, and seagrass meadows.
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Integrating biodiversity across sectors: To tackle the main causes
of biodiversity loss, the strategy integrates conservation goals into
sectors like agriculture and fisheries (8). It promotes reducing
chemical pesticide and fertiliser use, supporting organic farming,
and adopting sustainable fishing practices.
Creating long-term change: The Strategy seeks to establish
conditions for sustainable and effective biodiversity conservation
through a strengthened governance framework, research, better
enforcement, and sufficient funding.
Co-benefits: The Strategy also offers wider societal benefits,
including human well-being, climate resilience, and the overall
health of the planet. Biodiversity loss poses major risks to
ecosystem services (9) that we all depend on. Protecting nature is
vital to address climate change impacts, ensure food security,
prevent disease outbreaks, and enhance overall quality of life.

Empowering Youth for a Biodiverse Future
Biodiversity degradation presents significant challenges for young
Europeans, as it affects planetary boundaries and threatens the
livelihoods of current and future generations, placing a
disproportionate burden on youth. Young people need healthy, diverse
ecosystems for their well-being, health, food security, and resilience
against climate change. While the EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy
acknowledges these generational impacts, a stronger response is
required to safeguard the well-being of Europe’s youth (10). 

Young Europeans can play a key role in securing their own future by
contributing to the protection of biodiversity. Initiatives like citizen
science or hands-on restoration projects provide opportunities for
young voices to be heard. Not only can young people play a crucial role
in the implementation of this Strategy, but they can also advocate for
stronger environmental policies, particularly beyond 2030.
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Generation Climate Europe (GCE) is the largest
coalition of youth-led networks on climate and
environmental issues at the European level. 

For more info contact us via
biodiversity@gceurope.org!

 A societal and cultural shift is now needed to transform our
relationship with nature, especially in Europe, where industrialisation
and consumerism have historically justified the exploitation and
destruction of species and habitats. Amidst the current extinction and
climate crises, young people are increasingly challenging outdated
approaches to Nature, and promoting new narratives that recognise
the inherent value of all communities of life.


